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Janet Jackson scandal: CBS will

fight any fines leveled against its televi-

sion stations over Janet Jackson’s star-

tling Super Bowl performance, a top ex-

ecutive with parent company Viacom
Inc. said.

CBS could face a Federal Communica-
tions Commission fine of $550,000 or a maxi-
mum penalty of $27,500 for each of 20
CBS-owned stations. An FCC staff recom-
mendation did not call for fining CBS affili-
ates that aired the Super Bowl halftime
show, but many of those are not owned by
Viacom.

Los Alamos probe: A security probe got
under way at the troubled Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory in Albuquerque, N.M.,
even as more allegations of security lapses
rolled in.

Deputy Energy Secretary Kyle McSlar-
row was expected to visit Monday, joining
Linton Brooks, director of the National Nu-
clear Security Administration, who arrived
Sunday. Brooks’ visit came as the lab re-
sponded to yet another report of security
lapses — an unconfirmed, anonymous tip re-
leased by the Project on Government Over-
sight, or POGO, reporting that classified in-
formation had been sent over the lab’s un-
classified e-mail system 17 times in recent
months.

Gun dealer inspections: The federal agen-
cy that checks compliance with gun laws in-
spects only about 4.5 percent of the nation’s
federally licensed gun dealers each year,
far below the agency’s own goals, according
to a Justice Department review released
Monday.

At that rate, it would take the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
22 years to inspect all 104,000 federally li-
censed gun dealers, according to the review
by Glenn A. Fine, the Justice Department in-
spector general. ATF’s goal is to check each
dealer once every three years.

Tax-cut extension: A bipartisan group of
senators wants Republican leaders to con-
sider extending three of President Bush’s
most popular tax cuts without forcing the
federal budget deeper into red ink.

The group plans to propose extending tax
cuts for wage earners, married couples and
parents for a year. They would cover the
$30 billion cost of preserving those tax cuts
by ending abused tax shelters and extend-
ing customs service fees, aides to the sena-
tors said.

World

Lebanon car-bombing: A car bomb explo-
sion in south Beirut killed a longtime
Hezbollah guerrilla commander who led
many operations against Israel. Hezbollah’s

leader blamed Israel’s agents for the assassi-

Rail security: Jane Amrose, a rider of Connecticut’s Shorelme East, collects her belongings

after being screened for explosives while boarding the train Monday at the Old Saybrook,
Conn., station. Monday marked the first day that passengers may be screened for explosives
while boarding the train as part of a test program called Transit and Rail Inspection Pilot
(TRIP). TRIP uses railcars equipped with screening technology for baggage and tickets. The
Transportation Security Administration will be running the program for a 30-day period.

nation and vowed to “cut off their hands.”

Ghaleb Awali, 40, died instantly when the
bomb went off in the morning when he start-
ed his car in the Shiite Muslim Hezbollah
stronghold, according to Lebanese security
officials.

Jenkins in Japan: The United States may
be willing to defer prosecution of a former
U.S. soldier accused of defecting to North
Korea nearly 40 years
ago but is not willing to
give up on seeking his re-
turn from Japan to face
charges, the State De-
partment said Monday.

State Department
spokesman Richard
Boucher said “we are
considerate of the hu-
manitarian  situation”
and of Jenkins’ medical
condition. So, Boucher
said, “while we do ex-
pect to present a legal request for custody at
the appropriate time, we won’t be doing that
right away.”

Jenkins

Serbian war criminals: NATO Secre-
tary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer
warned Serbian leaders Monday that their
chances of establishing closer ties with the
alliance depend on their wlllmgness to ar-
rest and hand over top war crimes suspects.

Pressure is mounting on Serbia to capture
and extradite Bosnian Serb wartime com-
mander Ratko Mladic, wanted by the U.N.
war crimes tribunal in The Hague, Nether-

lands, for the 1995 massacre of up to 8,000
Muslim men and boys.

Genetically modified com: European
Union governments deadlocked Monday on
an application to allow imports of an herbi-
cide-resistant corn for human consumption,
but the bloc’s executive body approved the
same product’s use for animal feed.

Madrid terror attacks: The judge investi-
gating the Madrid terror attacks warned on
Monday that although many of those sus-
pected of carrying out the bombing have
been jailed or Killed, others who provided lo-
gistical support may be taking over opera-
tions.

In his written ruling, Judge Juan Del Olmo
did not specify the number of people who
helped the March 11 bombers and were still
atlarge, but he pointed out that at least one of
the suspected bombers fled the apartment
outside Madrid where seven suspects blew
themselves up April 3 to avoid arrest.

Kashmir bombing: A key minister in the
Indian portion of Kashmir survived a sec-
ond apparent attempt on his life when a
bomb exploded at a public rally Monday,
killing five people and wounding at least SO
others, police said.

Deputy Chief Minister Mangat Ram Shar-
ma was at a public gathering in Kapran, a re-
mote village in India’s Jammu-Kashmir
state, when a bomb went off near the speak-
ers’ podium, police officer Syed Ashiq said.
Sharma escaped injury.

Photo and stories from wire services

Correction

In Sunday’s editions a photo of a Marine major completing a
135-mile trek in Iraq contained the incorrect name of the photogra-
pher. The photo was taken by Bill Lisbon of the U.S. Marine Corps.

Comics, horoscope
and advice every day
in Stars and Stripes
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Suicide truck bomber kills 9 in Baghdad

Iraqi military supply
chief assassinated

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide bomber in a
fuel truck blew it up early Monday at a po-
lice station in southwest Baghdad, killing
nine people and wounding about 60 as the
inferno engulfed civilians and officers wait-
ing for their daily assignments, officials
and witnesses said.

Later, the Defense Ministry said mili-
tants killed Essam al-Dijaili, the head of
the military’s supply department, in a
drive-by shooting as he walked into his
house in Baghdad.

The morning blast outside the police sta-
tion in the Seidiyeh neighborhood, the lat-
est in a string of deadly attacks on police,
came as officers gathered to receive their
daily assignments.

Insurgents throughout Iraq have used
car bombs, roadside bombs and other
weapons to target police, whom they view
as collaborators with U.S. forces.

The explosion leveled car repair garages
and other industrial workshops. Cars were
crushed under concrete, while others
turned into flaming wrecks. Corrugated
metal roofs were twisted and chunks of
buildings were scattered hundreds of
yards away.

“We were all standing in a row, listening
to our officer as he gave us our assignment
for the day,” said Mehdi Salah Abed Ali,
32, lying in a bed at al-Yarmuk hospital, a
bandage around his leg.

“There were many policemen standing
in the square when the tanker exploded,”
he said. The explosion took place just after
8am.

In Lhe assassination of al-Dijaili, four
gunmen drove up as he was carrying din-
ner into his home Sunday night and opened
fire, killing him and his bodyguard, said
Mishal al-Sarraf, an adviser to the defense
minister.

“He was killed in cold blood by the evil
hands of the followers of the former re-
gime,” al-Sarraf said.

The assassination was the latest attack on
senior Iraqi officials. Assailants killed the
governor of Nineveh Province last week
and tried unsuccessfully to assassinate the
country’s justice minister. They have also
targeted police officers, accusing them of
being collaborators with U.S. forces.

o s ]

An explosion leaves a crater at the site of an insurgent attack at a police station in the Seidiyeh neighborhood of Baghdad on Monday. A
white fuel tanker was detonated near a police station, killing nine people and wounding about 60 others.

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 886 U.S. servicemembers
have died since the beginning of military
operations in Iraq in March 2003, accord-
ing to the Defense Department. Of those,
654 died as a result of hostile action and
232 died of nonhostile causes. The depart-
ment did not provide an update over the
weekend.

The British military has reported 59
deaths; Italy, 18; Spain, eight; Bulgaria and
Poland, six each; Ukraine, four; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; Denmark, El Salva-

U.S. deaths in Iraq

dor, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia and the Neth-
erlands have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 748 U.S. service-
members have died — 545 as a result of
hostile action and 203 of nonhostile caus-
es, according to the Defense Department
as of Friday.

The latest deaths reported by military:

M No deaths reported.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

W No identifications reported.

In the suicide bombing early Monday,
the presence of the white tanker truck in
the industrial area did not raise concerns
until it started speeding toward the police
station, said Ahmed Nouri, a worker at a

nearby car wash.

“I was standing with a friend when we
saw the tanker speeding in an unnatural
way,” Nouri said, describing the driver as
a young man with a light beard.

The tanker exploded roughly 490 feet
from the fenced-in, two-story police sta-
tion.

After the attack, protesters gathered and
chanted, “Long live Saddam!” before po-
lice came in and dispersed them by firing
in the air.

In another attack on law officers, the
body of Lt. Col. Nafi al-Kubaisi, the police
chief of the town of Heet, was discovered
Monday at a market in nearby Fallujah,
ficials said. Al-Kubaisi had been kit
napped Saturday from his police station,
said Capt. Nasir Abdullah.

In other violence, a bomb exploded near
a military base in Bagouba, north of the
capital, injuring two young shepherds, said
Ali Hameid al-Jobori, an official at
Bagouba’s main hospital.

Also Monday, Turkmenistan broadcast-
er Leith Hussein Ali was killed and two oth-
ers were injured when their car came
under fire in the northern city of Mosul, po-
lice said.

Philippines withdraws final troops from Iraq

BY JIM GOMEZ

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — The
Philippines said Monday that it
has completed the withdrawal of
its peacekeeping contingent from
Iraq, meeting a demand by Iraqi
insurgents threatening to behead
a Filipino hostage but defying op-
position from Washington.

The last members of the
Sl-strong force made an “exit
call” on the new Polish command-
er at their base in Hillah, south of
Baghdad, then waved as they left
in six cars.

Iraqi police said the final contin-
gent of troops drove over the bor-
der into Kuwait in a three-car con-
voy about 4:55 p.m.

Foreign Secretary Delia Albert
said they would travel by road to
Kuwait, a several-hour trip, then
take a commercial flight home.

They had been scheduled to
leave Iraq on Aug. 20.

Some of Manila’s allies, includ-
ing the United States and Austra-
lia, have sharply criticized the
withdrawal decision, engineered
to save the life of truck driver An-
gelo dela Cruz. They argue it en-
courages terrorists and endan-
gers other coalition members in
Traq.

There was no immediate word
on the fate of dela Cruz. Philip-
pine diplomats in Iraq were wait-
ing to hear from the kidnappers’
emissaries, a Philippine official
said.

“We have fulfilled our commit-
ment, and so it’s their turn to ful-
fill their promise. We are wait-
ing,” the official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The insurgents who snatched
dela Cruz on July 7 near Fallujah,

killing his Iraqi security guard,
have said they would free the
46-year-old father of eight once
the last Filipino troops had left.

A prominent pressure group
for overseas workers, Migrante,
welcomed the withdrawal, but
also urged President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo to withdraw
all support for the U.S.-led force,
fearing that 4,000 Filipino con-
tract workers in Iraq and more
than 1.4 million others in the Mid-
dle East could be in danger.

Relatives of dela Cruz in the
northern province of Pampanga
were overjoyed and prayed after
hearing of plans to complete the
withdrawal Monday. They urged
the kidnappers to free him.

“I'm happy that the troops are
on their way back,” said Feliciano
de la Cruz Jr, the hostage’s
younger brother. “I hope my
brother follows them home.”

Insurgents free Egyptian hostage

BAGHDAD — An Egyptian truck driver held hostage for two
weeks by insurgents in Irag was freed Monday and taken to the
Egyptian Embassy here, according to witnesses and embassy offi-
cials.

The man, Alsayeid Mohammed Alsayeid Algarabawi, was report-
ed captured July 6 when a group calling itself the Iraqi Legitimate
Resistance released a video showing him surrounded by masked
gunmen.

He was brought into the embassy Monday evening, witnesses
said

Algarabawl 's family exploded in celebration on hearing the news.

His wife, Laila, ululated. “We are partying downstairs,” his
out-of-breath son Essam said when reached by telephone in their
home in the Nile Delta town of Zagazig, 40 miles northeast of Cairo.

The group holding Algarabawi — which claimed to have
snatched him as he drove a fuel truck from Saudi Arabia to the U.S.
military in Iraq — never threatened him, but made a series of de-
mands on his Saudi company, including asking for $1 million ran-
som and insisting it stop doing business in Iraq,

The company refused the ransom, but agreed to end its business
here, according to Faisal al-Naheet, a subcontractor who had been
speaking on behalf of the Al-Jarie Transport company.

In response to the kidnapping, Egypt advised its citizens to stop
seeking work in Iraq.

From The Associated Press
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Marine says he did not
desert his post in Iraq

BY MATTHEW BARAKAT

The Associated Press

QUANTICO, Va. — Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun, the
Marine who disappeared under mysterious circum-
stances while on duty in Iraq, insisted on Monday
that he was captured by enemy forces and that he is
still a loyal Marine.

“I did not desert my post,” he told reporters out-
side Quantico Marine Corps Base. “I was captured
and held against my will by anti-coalition forces for
19 days. This was a very difficult and challenging
time for me.”

He did not answer any questions during his brief
appearance. He was joined by his brother, who ar-
rived from Utah.

“I would like to tell all the Marines as well as all
those others serving in Iraq to keep their heads up
and spirits high. Once a Marine, always a Marine,
Semper Fi,” Hassoun said, invoking the Marine
Corps motto, Latin for “always faithful.”

Marine spokesman Lt. Col. Dave Lapan said the
Marine Corps was not in a position to confirm or re-
fute Hassoun’s claim.

Hassoun, 24, of West Jordan, Utah, disappeared
June 20 from his base near the troubled Iraqi city of
Fallujah and turned up unharmed at the U.S. Embas-
sy in Beirut on July 8. It remains unclear how he
traveled from Iraq to Lebanon, where he was born
and still has some relatives.

On June 27, Arab television showed a videotape of
a blindfolded Hassoun, a sword hanging over his
head. At one point during his disappearance, a
group claiming to represent his captors announced
that he had been beheaded after being lured from
the base by a love affair.

‘The military is investigating whether the reported
kidnapping was a hoax and whether the Muslim
Hassoun deserted his unit.

Hassoun is in the midst of what the Marines call a

A

U.S. Marine Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun, center, who
disappeared in Iraq and turned up in Lebanon three
weeks later, heads to a van after arriving at Quanti-
o, Va., on Thursday. On Monday, Hassoun said he
was captured and held against his will by anti-coali-
tion forces for 19 days.

“repatriation process” in which he is debriefed and
given time to decompress and avoid the media spot-
light, officials said.

Hassoun arrived at Quantico last week after six
days of medical evaluation at a military hospital in
Germany. In the coming days, he will leave Quanti-
co for Camp Lejeune, N.C., his home base, Lapan
said. He will continue the repatriation process
there, Lapan said.

The Naval Criminal Investigation Service is not
expected to question Hassoun until his repatriation
procedure is completed, the Marine Corps said.

Lapan said the Marine Corps reviewed Hassoun’s
statement and made no changes.

Marine officials said it may be weeks or months
before Hassoun returns to active duty.

Shopping for bargains

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army
Sgt. Simmie Brown of the Headquarters Support Company for the 528th Engineer Battalion, based in
Louisiana, pauses to look at some cutlery while searching for a tea set for his wife at the weekly bazaar at
Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. The bazaar, held every Saturday just inside the outer gate, offers troops
deployed to Kandahar a variety of items including DVDs, knives, watches, jewelry, antique firearms and
rugs for a fraction of the price they would pay in the United States. It also gives them the opportunity to
mix with the Afghans and try their hand at the fine art of negotiating for bargains.

AP

Afghan President Hamid Karzai, right, shakes hands with Polish Prime
Minister Marek Belka during a meeting Monday at the presidential
palace in Kabul, Afghanistan. Belka said Poland could send troops to
Afghanistan as part of a planned pullback from Iraq.

Polish troops could
shift to Afghanistan

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Poland
could send troops to Afghanistan
as part of a planned pullback
from Irag, Prime Minister Marek
Belka said Monday, but not in
time to boost security for mile-
stone October elections here.

Poland plans to cut its troop lev-
els in Iraq from about 2,400 to be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500 by Janu-
ary. There are only about a dozen
Poles with the NATO-led peace-
keeping force in Afghanistan.

After talks with Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai, Belka said in-
ternational missions in Iraq and
Afghanistan were “equally impor-
tant, equally difficult.”

“I would imagine the situation,
‘when needed, that we could relo-
cate some of our people here,”
Belka told reporters. “But it's a
matter of the future, not immedi-
ate decisions.”

He didn’t elaborate.

NATO is currently expanding
its 6,400-strong peacekeeping
force to some 8,700 in the run-up
to Afghanistan’s first-ever direct
presidential election on Oct. 9.

Spain, which pulled all its sol-
diers out of Iraq in April, plans to
increase its contingent in Afghani-
stan from about 140 to 1,000 be-
fore the vote.

European countries including
France, Sweden and the Nether-
lands are also sending more sol-
diers, while Canada is slashing its
presence after six months in com-
mand.

The bulk of the NATO force
will remain in Kabul, but contin-
gents are also deploying to north-
ern cities as part of a longer-term
plan to stabilize the country.

Some 17,000 U.S.-led troops in
Afghanistan are focused on the in-
surgency-plagued south and east.

Belka said Poland’s contribu-
tion in Iraq, where it commands a
17-nation stabilization force, had
allowed NATO partners such as
Germany to send more forces to
Afghanistan.

He said security had improved
markedly in Afghanistan, and en-
couraged Poles to invest.

“This is a country to come to
make business, to help,” he said.

Ambassadors named

BAGHDAD — Less than a
month after regaining sovereign-
ty from the U.S. occupation au-
thority, Iraq on Monday an-
nounced the appointment of 43
new ambassadors in its first move
to re-engage with the world.

The diplomats are to be sent to
a wide range of countries across
Europe, Africa and Asia, includ-
ing most Arab nations, Foreign
Minister Hoshyar Zebari said. He
declined to say which ambassa-
dors would be sent to which coun-
tries.

Hungary reviews mission

BUDAPEST, Hungary — Any
extension of Hungary’s military
mission in Iraq will depend on the
Traqi government’s ability to stabi-
lize the situation there, the de-
fense minister said Monday.

Ferenc Juhasz said his Social-
ist-led government will review
the security situation in Iraq be-

fore deciding whether to ask law-
‘makers to extend the troops’ man-
date, which ends on Dec. 31.
Morale in the 300-strong trans-
portation unit was good, Juhasz
said, adding that the troops had re-
covered from the shock of Hunga-
ry’s first military death in Iraq.

Compensation paid

LONDON — Britain has paid
compensation to Iraqis for more
than 120 incidents involving
death, injury or property damage
in the British-occupied south of
the country, the government said
Monday.

In a House of Commons written
answer, Defense Minister Adam
Ingram said the compensation
cases included one death in deten-
tion, six deaths in road accidents
and 11 people with injuries sus-
tained during arrest. Twenty-four
compensation cases involved
property damage and 57 were for
damage to vehicles in road acci-
dents.

From wire reports
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SHeDAISY honors amputee vets of Iraq war

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The show
went on — even if the guests of
honor weren't there.

At the last moment, 15 soldiers,
all amputees wounded in Iraq,
didn’t get the medical release to at-
tend a benefit concert by coun-
try-rock band SHeDAISY, held, in
part, in their honor.

But the sister trio went on.

Originally a free show for loyal
listeners of a Washington, D.C.,
country station, Sunday’s event
turned into a concert to honor ampu-
tees recuperating at Walter Reed
Medical Center with a free show
and backstage time with SHeDAI-
SY’s Kelsi, Kassidy and Kristyn Os-
born.

Then word came the troops
didn’t get the medical nod of ap-
proval.

“We're really disappointed
they’re not here. Really disappoint-
ed,” said Kassidy, 27.

“But we understand,”
Kristyn, 33.

A new nonprofit organization,
Homes for Our Troops, solicited $5
donations from the roughly 675 con-
certgoers. The event raked in more
than $1,500 and several pledges for
services, said founder and presi-
dent John Gonsalves.

Gonsalves is working to develop
anationwide network of skilled pro-

said

fessionals who can help make it eas-
ier for disabled troops to transition
to everyday life, such as installing
wheelchair ramps and kitchens and
bathrooms tailored to fit their new
needs, he said.

‘After hearing a year ago about a
soldier critically injured in an rock-
et-propelled grenade attack, Gon-
salves wondered “what, as an Amer-
ican can I do to help. I have 20
years in the construction field, and
I knew some would have needs for
their houses to be changed.”

People can contact Homes for
Our  Troops by  calling
866-7-TROOPS or visiting:
www.homesforourtroops.org.

The Army’s DS3 program, or Dis-
abled Soldier Support System,
worked to arrange backstage pass-
es for the amputees, but had to set-
tle for getting signed photographs
of the trio.

In conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, DS3 pro-
vides for severely disabled soldiers
and their families a system of advo-
cacy and services to fransition to ci-
vilian life. Troops can ask for help
at www.armyDS3.org, or calling
toll-free (800) 833-6622.

“We have a good message [for de-
ployed troops],” Kassidy Osborn
said. “We want them to come home
soon. I don’t know how [they] do it
T'd be chicken. But we're grateful
someone is willing to.”

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes

From left, SheDAISY’s Kelsi, Kassidy and Kristyn Osborn sign autographs for 15 soldiers wounded in
Iraq who were unable to attend the country-rock group’s Sunday concert in Alexandria, Va. The soldiers,
all amputees, could not get a medical release to attend the concert, hosted by a Washington, D.C.,
country radio station. Lt. Col. Mike Bills, deputy chief for the Army’s Disabled Soldier Support System,
got the sister trio to sign photographs for the soldiers, who were recuperating at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington.
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NATO
begins
exercise
in Baltics

BY LIUDAS DAPKUS
The Associated Press

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Flexing
their combined military muscles
for the first time since joining
NATO, the Baltic states on Mon-
day began hosting a two-week
drill to chart how the alliance
would provide relief after terror-
ist attacks or natural disasters.

More than 400 military and ci-
vilian officials from 14 countries
began the exercise on Monday,

which is scheduled to last
through July.
The drill, dubbed “Rescu-

er/Medceur 2004,” was designed
to test how well alliance members
can integrate their individual
medical and rescue resources in
the event of a crisis or catastro-

phe.

It’s being held in Lithuania and
Estonia — two former Soviet re-
publics — and in Bulgaria on the
Black Sea.

“This is the biggest military
medical exercise ever held in
Lithuania and, as such, is a very
good opportunity to coordinate
and improve our skills and share
the experience with colleagues
from other NATO coumnes 7 said
Lithuanian Army Vygintas
Sereika, who is coordmaung the
exercises.

The second week will entail
drills, including a mock terror at-
tack on a shipping facility in
Lithuania.

The exercises are the biggest of
the kind held in Lithuania after
the three Baltic states joined
NATO in April along with five
other former Soviet bloc coun-

cs.

Aside from NATO members, in-
cluding US. military forces,
Ukraine and Uzbekistan sent ob-
servers, NATO said.

Castle revisited

CASTLE RISING, England
— Men and women dressed in
uniforms and clothing of the
times of the War of the Roses
will re-create history this
weekend at Castle Rising, En-
gland.

The event on Saturday and
Sunday will be set against the
backdrop of a murder mystery
at the castle, and will use au-
thentic weapons from this piv-
otal era in the history of Great
Britain at the village’s 12th cen-
tury castle.

Castle Rising is about a
one-hour drive hour north of
RAF Mildenhall and RAF Lak-
enheath, just north of Kings
Lynn on A149. The site opens
at 10 am. The re-enactment be-
gins at 10:30.

Entry is 6 pounds (about
$11) for adults and 3 pounds
for children. A family ticket
for two parents and two chil-
dren is 14 pounds.

From staff reports

Transformation plans still undecided

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

Despite media hype over mas-
sive military downsizing in Ger-
many and South Korea, the Penta-
gon says some changes may not
happen for years, and presiden-
tial candidate John Kerry’s cam-
paign says he’ll put the kibosh on
the moves if elected.

“We don’t anticipate any signifi-
cant large-scale changes being
made in the coming months. Any
major changes will probably
come from 2005 to 2010,” a De-
fense Department spokesman
said, speaking on background
about current plans.

And according to the Kerry
campaign, the candidate opposes
withdrawals for now. Instead,
Kerry would ask allies to build up
their forces and consider moves
from Germany and into Eastern
Europe only after the infrastruc-
ture improves in those countries.

As for South Korea, Kerry
would aim to pull back from the
tense Demilitarized Zone and
eventually reunify the Koreas,
but only sometime in the distant
future.

Kerry's  national  security
spokesman, Mark Kitchens, said
he would not speculate on time-
lines or how Kerry’s reported
calls for overall troop buildups
would affect places such as Ger-
many and South Korea.

“Making statements about that
right now would not be a prudent
thing to do,” Kitchens said. “You
never know what the situation
will be.”

Recent news reports have said
the Pentagon plans to reduce by
about one-half its 70,000-strong
troop strength in Germany. Re-
ported plans are that the United
States would withdraw the 1st Ar-
mored Division and the 1st Infan-
try Division, together about
30,000 soldiers, and replace them
with a brigade of about 3,500
troops and Stryker light-armored
vehicles. The United States has al-
ready told South Korea that it
plans to pull 12,500 of the 38,000
troops it now maintains there.

For now, however, the staff at
the U.S. European Command in
Stuttgart, Germany, has no or-
ders to march anyone out.

“The bottom line is, we don’t
know,” said Lt. Cmdr. Rick
Haupl, a headquarters spokes-

" The Pentagon is saying that
while it wants to move away from

Sen. John Kerry

the heavy armor concept of the
Cold War days, it isn’t doing so
rashly.

“This is still something the pres-
ident has to decide and approve,”

If elected, Kerry may rethink effort
to shift bases into Eastern Europe

gestion, because this predated
9/11. This predated Iraq. Wheth-
er it would continue despite a
change in administrations, I can’t
begin to speculate.”

En route to the NATO summit
last month in Istanbul, Gen.
James L. Jones, commander of
NATO and U.S. forces in Europe,
was noncommittal. He said the
presidential election may affect
the outcome, but that the Penta-
gon’s current plans have a life of
their own.

“Conceptually, if you had a big
change of government, you could
have a radical change of direc-
tion,” Jones said. “But I think its
momentum is fairly constant.”

Jones also said he was unsure if
recent increases in the number of
peacekeepers that allies, includ-
ing Germany, approved for Af-
ghanistan would affect any deci-
sions to move.

“I think whalever NATO does
in will be

said Maj. Paul Swil spokes-
man for Douglas Feith, the under-
secretary of defense for policy.
“Maybe by the tail end of sum-
mer or early fall, we may have a
better look.”

Even under the most accelerat-
ed scenario, Germany-based
troops now serving in Iraq should
return to Europe afterward, not
the United States, and those now
in Germany shouldn’t expect to
roll out early.

“If yowre halfway through
your tour in Germany, this may
never affect you,” Swiergosz said.
“You may well return to the
States before any of the global pos-
ture alignment adjusts itself with
you.”

Swiergosz said whatever the
United States does, it would at-
tempt to make the impact on Ger-
many as slight as possible, while
still pursuing its goal of lighter,
faster forces.

He also rejected the idea that
keeping troops in Germany or
moving them elsewhere is tied to
that government’s stance on the
decision to invade Iraq.

“The idea that what we're
doing now has some sort of politi-
cal impact on how allies did or
did not choose to back us with
Iraq is just not right,” Swiergosz
said. “That’s a preposterous sug-

helpful for the cua].\tmn 1 don’t
know if it will affect transforma-
tion,” Jones said. “There’s no
question that the more NATO
does, the less of a burden it is on
us nationally.”

Whatever happens, a shift of
forces out of Germany doesn’t
mean the nations of “new” Eu-
rope will receive wheelbarrows
of American greenbacks. “We're
not talking about any new Ram-
steins being built,” Swiergosz
said, referencing the largest U.S.
base in Germany. “That’s flat-out
not gonna happen.”

Under the administration’s cur-
rent philosophy, large bases will
give way to smaller hubs to allow
forces to hop across the continent
— and likely onto hot spots like
the Middle East, Central Asia or
Africa. The large divisions would
move back to the United States,
not another allied nation.

That means new bases in Eu-
rope wouldn’t necessarily house
large numbers of soldiers — or
that moving troops out of Germa-
ny would mean other Europeans
would host them afterward.

“It doesn’t mean one country’s
a winner and the other’s a loser,”
Swiergosz said.

Though the debate has come to
a head in the wake of the decision
to depose Saddam Hussein, the

Gen. James Jones

idea of shedding pounds and per-
sonnel to fight light goes back at
least 25 years, according to one
expert.

“When you're facing a predict-
able heavy armored enemy like
the Warsaw Pact, the guys who
wanted the big heavy tanks tend-
ed to win those arguments,” said
Ivan Oelrich, director of the Fed-
eration of American Scientists’
Strategic Security Project. “But it
doesn’t mean there wasn’t some
alternative voice there.”

elrich said he doesn’t believe
the Pentagon’s current plans are
simply political, but said there
are both reasons to stay in a place
such as Germany (the United
States already has bases there)
and to move (it'll eventually be
cheaper, and the Soviet Union is
no more).

“Sometimes the rational thing
is to stick with an investment,”
Oelrich said. “But having said
that, we're not defending the
it makes sense to

Still, it's best not to count Ger-
‘many out. Swiergosz said the Unit-
ed States continues to meet with
Germany over the future of bases
there. And he said America ac-
cepts it has commitments to its al-
lies.

“We’re not going to abandon
them.”
E-mail Ward Sanderson at:

sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Fort Hood readies troops for urban combat in Iraq

The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — Roadside bombs,
sniper gunfire and angry crowds are part of
the training these days at the military’s larg-
est post, where about 3,000 National Guard sol-
diers and reservists from Louisiana, Manhat-
tan and elsewhere have to learn what to ex-

pect in Iraq.

Citizen soldiers are taught during summer
training at Fort Hood to watch around every
corner for so-called “improvised explosive de-
vices” where booby trap meets bomb and
search for insurgents firing whatever weapon

is available.

A mock ambush of a convoy in an Iragi vil-
lage and other drills in soldier school are

based on occurrences that inexperienced
troops could soon face in the Middle East. One
officer preparing for his first deployment to
Iraq emerged from the convoy drill with an ap-
preciation of the dangers. fire,

“It’s about as real as we can get without hav-
ing two-way live fire,” 2nd Lt. Dan Hover of
the New York National Guard said. “It pro-
vides good challenges for the leadership and
for all the Joes on the ground to apply what
they've learned in class and put it out on the

street level.

tions. I understand

“I have high standards and high expecta-

ey
they’re going to stumble,” he told the Houston
Chronicle in Monday’s online edmon “But
you get back up and you try it again.”

re going to

Federal contract workers were role-playing
as a mob led by a Muslim cleric confronted
the convoy on a rubble-strewn street just be-
fore another bomb explosion and more sniper

The troops were members of the 256th Bri-
gade Combat Team from the Louisiana Nation-
al Guard, which is preparing to deploy to Iraq.

Their teachers were members of the Texas
National Guard’s 75th Division (Training Sup-
port) based in Houston, whose citizen-soldiers
have assumed a key role in mentoring about
4,000 guard members heading to Irag.

“This is important work for our nation,”
Brig. Gen. Walt Zink of Houston, the division’s
assistant commander, said.
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German

Knowing the
rules before
buying helps

BY L1sA HORN
Stars and Stripes

Americans in the market for a
used car in Germany may not be
aware of a one-year warranty
guaranteed to them by law.

If Lewis Pullum had asked
about the warranty, he may have
been able to save himself a few
headaches and a few dollars.

Pullum, an industrial equip-
ment repairman at Rhein-Main
Air Base, learned about the law
the hard way. When Pullum pur-
chased his 1993 BMW 540i from a
car dealer outside of Mannheim’s
Sullivan Barracks in April, the
dealer offered only a 30-day war-
ra

nty.

A car hobbyist, Pullum test-
drove the car, which he said ap-
peared to be in good condition.

“The car looked great, drove
great,” he said. “It wasn't a
dream car, but a car that I was
looking for.” A week later, howev-
er, Pullum noticed the car “just
did not feel right.”

His fears were confirmed when
he had his regular mechanic eval-
uate the car. The list of repairs,
which included new brake pads,
rotors and a water pump, totaled
2,396.90 euro. Pullum paid 5,000
euro, or about $6,240, for the car.

“I'hadn’t driven this car a week
and was now faced with all these
problems,” Pullum said. “T don’t

lemon law):

for all used cars they sell.

worn brake pads.

term has expired.

W By law, German dealerships must honor a one-year warranty

M The dealer is responsible for defects determined (usually by a
third party appraisal) to have been there at the time of sale; not re-
sulting from regular wear and tear or negligence. For example,

B The buyer must file a claim with the dealer before the one-year
B The bylaws of this consumer directive, which other countries in

the European Union have also adopted, also apply to other property,
such as mobile homes, computers and other immobiles.

feel like I should drive the car,
knowing that it has these prob-
lems.”

To make matters worse, the
dealership refused to honor the
30-day guarantee and denied any
responsibility in having to honor
the one-year warranty, Pullum
said.

Repeated calls to the car dealer
for this article were not returned.

In January 2002, under a Euro-
pean Union directive on consum-
er protection, Germany changed
its laws on tangible property sales
to better protect the consumer.
All German dealerships must pro-
vide a 12-month warranty for
every used car they sell.

Ensuring that a dealership pro-
vides the warranty will save the
buyer a lot of heartache and legal
hassles if a dream BMW or Mer-
cedes turns out to be a lemon,
said German lawyer Roland Sch-
wengebecher, who is represent-
ing Pullum in his dispute with the
car dealer.

Under the old law, the buyer
had to prove that the car’s dam-
age was there before the vehicle

was taken off the lot. Now, the
buyer does not have to prove the
damage, but must claim damage
within the 12-month timeframe.

“When you buy a car from a
dealer, your position as the con-
sumer is much better than it was
two years ago,” said Schwenge-
becher, whose office is in Dietzen-
bach.

The German lemon law,
Biirgeliches gesetz buch, para.
434ss, states that if a used car
bought from a dealership is defec-
tive, the dealer must take the car
back or pay for repairs. The law
does not apply to private sellers.

Getting your money back, how-
ever, isn’t as easy as returning
the car back to the lot. The de-
fects must be determined to have
been present at the time of sale
and not resulting from wear and
tear, said Kerstin Bartnik, Ger-
man legal ass\stance lawyer in
Darmstadt and Han:

It's a slippery slnpe, she said.
An expert appraisal — paid by
the buyer — can often be the only
way to determine if a car is defec-
tive or has resulted from wear

emon law sweetens car purchases

The German lemon law
The basics of the Biirgeliches gesetz buch, para. 434ss (German

LISA HORN/Stars and Stripes.

Lewis Pullum hasn’t spent much time behind the wheel of his 1993
BMW since he bought it in April. The car started showing signs of
‘major mechanical problems a week after he bought it. He is battling
with a dealership in Mannheim to honor the one-year German legal

warranty to fix the car.

and tear, she said.

Then, the dealer may dispute
the appraisal and the case ends
up in court, which is where Pul-
lum’s dispute is now.

Three months after driving it
off the lot, Pullum’s silver BMW
sits at the mechanic’s shop, await-

ing the results of the legal case.

“In my opinion, a lot of Ameri-
cans buy used cars from military
sales and the dealers haven't got
any idea of German law,” Sch-
wengebecher said.

E-mail Lisa Horn af
hornl@mail.estr

Medical command
greets new leader

By JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

Col. Carla G. Hawley-Bowland
took command of the Army’s Eu-
rope Regional Medical Command
during a ceremony Thursday at
Nachrichlen Kaseme in Heidel-
berg, Ge

Hawley Bowland who  be-
comes command surgeon for U.S.
Army Europe and 7th Army, took
the

Granger.
Granger is
moving  to f
Fort Bragg,
N.C, to be-
come  com-
mander  of §
the 44th Med-
ical ~ Com-

mand.
ERMCis a
major subordinate command of
the US. Army Medical Com-
mand, headquartered at Fort Sam
Houston, Texas. It is responsible
for the operation of medical treat-
ment facilities in Germany, Bel-

Granger

gium and Italy.

Hawley-Bowland’s previous as-
signment was as MEDCOM depu-
ty director for Health Policy and
Services, chief consultant for
MEDCOM and chief of the Clini-
cal Services Division in San Anto-
nio.

She expressed excitement at
being in Europe and thanked
Granger for presenting her with a
“dynamic, growing organization.”

Addressing members of the
command for the first time, she
said, “As the Army continues to
transform to meet the require-
ments for an ever-changing world
situation, we will face many tran-
sitions and challenges.

“As we traverse this winding
trail, we must care for ourselves
and for each other to be ready for
the road ahead. Hopefully, we
will find some fun along the way
to lighten our load. Together, with
flexibility and accountability, we
will face and conquer the demand-
ing tasks ahead, always doing the
right thing for soldiers.”

During his parting remarks,

Hawley-Bowland

Granger described this day as bit-
tersweet.

“This is a very difficult mo-
ment for me,” he said. “My ser-
vice as a commander, the com-
‘mand surgeon and as the Tricare
Europe lead agent has been
among the most personally and
professionally rewarding experi-
ences of my life.”

Granger told the crowd that he
took pride in this command and
in serving the European commu-
nity.

“This great command team has
a reputation of never, never for-
getting the soldier and for always
doing routine things routinely
well.”

E-mail Jessica Inigo at:

inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Vilseck GI found guilty
of attacks, indecent acts

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

DARMSTADT, Germany — A
Vilseck-based soldier will spend
the next five years in jail for two
unrelated violent attacks after re-
turning from downrange, and for
indecent acts committed while de-
ployed.

Spe. Maurice E. Shumpert 11,
pleaded guilty to one charge of ag-
gravated assault and was found
guilty of a second. He was convict-
ed of indecent language and inde-
cent exposure while deployed to
Iraq with Headquarters Support
Company, 94th Engineer Ba
ion.

In addition to jail time, he was
reduced to the lowest enlisted
grade, ordered to forfeit all pay
and allowances, and given a
bad-conduct dnscharge at the end
of the two-day court-martial in
Vilseck that ended Friday.

Shumpert pleaded guilty to
punching another soldier in the
face at a local bar on Jan. 16, the
day he returned from Iraq.

Shumpert said the second
charge, which took place his sec-
ond weekend home while at a
club in Erlangen, Germany, re-
sulted from an incident in which

he was acting in self-defense.
owever, a jury panel found
Shumpert guilty of breaking a
glass on a former soldier’s head
with intent to do bodily harm.

Capt. Jennifer Bottoms, trial
counsel for the Vilseck legal of-
fice, said the man was so badly i
jured that German medical per-
sonnel said he would have died